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USDA ANNOUNCES AMERI CAN | NDI AN LI VESTOCK FEED PROGRAM

WASHI NGTON, Dec. 17, 1997--Secretary of Agriculture Dan dicknan
announced today that a new |livestock feed programwi |l be inplenented to
target Anmerican Indian Tribes for energency livestock feed assistance.

The programwi || cover 1997 and 1998 crop-year livestock feed | osses due
to unfavorabl e weat her conditions such as extreme wi nter weather or drought.
$4 mllion will be available annually for 2 years, not to exceed $8 mllion
total.

Funds for the American Indian Livestock Feed Programw || be nade
avai l able fromthe funds received fromthe sale of grain previously held in
the D saster Reserve.

G ickman said, "A |large percentage of Anerican Indian |ivestock
producers reside in comunities where the Departnent has had difficulty
coordi nating prograns to neet the needs and financial constraints of American
Indians. This factor, in addition to cultural differences, nmake it difficult
for menbers of these communities to qualify for assistance under other USDA
prograns. Targeting these funds will provide nmuch-needed financial assistance
to a previously under-served group of |ivestock producers."

The new Anerican Indian Livestock Feed Programw || serve as a
repl acenent for the Indian Acute Distress Donation Program which was
suspended in 1996. The Anerican Indian Livestock Feed Programw || nore
ef fectively serve Indian producers than previous |ivestock feeding prograns
by maki ng direct cash payments instead of grain donations.

Eligible producers will be determined by tribal authority. Eligible
livestock includes all livestock historically eligible under previous feeding
progr amns.
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